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On Oct. 13, Costa Rican President Oscar Arias was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for 1987, in
recognition of his efforts to bring about a peaceful resolution to the Central American conflict.
Shortly after being notified of the award, Arias told reporters in San Jose that the prize was given
to him in recognition of the aspirations and values of the Costa Rican people, the peace efforts of
all five Central American presidents, and the aspirations of all Central Americans. Alluding to the
peace accord signed Aug. 7, he said, "the world has its eyes on us." In reference to critiques of the
plan, he said the Nobel prize would serve to revive the spirits of all Central American governments
to "continue the struggle," and to convince doubters that the "Costa Rican manner of resolving
conflicts and differences dialogue, negotiation, and tolerance will be the one that prevails." Arias
said that 25 million Central Americans deserve peace, and a better life. "We will not fail." The
president also announced that the prize money would be placed in a foundation for the poor. (Basic
data from AP, 10/13/87)
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